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What’s inside 

• MSS Christmas Event 

• Little Current Public School Sessions 

• Climate Change Open Houses 

• Brook Trout Event 

• Invasive Species Centre in Sault Ste. Marie 

• Windsor Family donates to M.S. 

• Jacket & Jeans Event 

• Little Current P.S. Release the trout 

• New Hats for Sale 

 

Manitoulin Streams Improvement Association is a grass roots, registered Canadian charitable 

organization that is focused on large scale, community-based efforts to rehabilitate aquatic 

ecosystems on Manitoulin Island, in central Ontario. We bring the entire community together to 

do this via joint, private and public driven initiatives. Our efforts rehabilitate and enhance water 

quality and the fisheries resource on Manitoulin Island and Lake Huron which is fed by the 

streams. 

 

 

• Reflections on work completed since 2007 

• Bob Izumi visits Manitoulin Island 

• Manitoulin Ice Showdown 

• Thank you to Manitoulin Timber Frames 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Manitoulin Secondary School Christmas Event 

During the Holiday Season we enjoy the gatherings and events that we take part in 

to continue our educational table. Since we were getting close to our Rock Table 

Raffle draw, we took part in as many sessions as possible to sell tickets. This 

fundraiser is one of many important ways we raise money to continue our stream 

restoration work on Manitoulin Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Current Public-School Invasive Species Sessions 

As part of the curriculum, Manitoulin Streams is happy to offer a variety of in-class 

educational opportunities. We have recently accommodated LCPS with our Invasive 

Species sessions by Maddie and Sue.  We find that engaging the students in the 

discussions and looking for them to give input on what they can do to help the 

environment plays an important role in battling the issues that we are now faced 

with. We are also happy to mention that our sessions help support the curriculum at 

all grade levels and helps our teachers provide a variety of teaching experiences.  

It’s a great partnership! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Climate Change Presentations 

The Climate Change Open house evenings had a great turnout in Mindemoya and 

Kagawong.  Kristen the Climate Change Coordinator for Billings and Central 

Manitoulin did a great job hosting and educating the public at this event. Manitoulin 

Streams was present to talk about the effects of climate change in relation to the 

work we do on the island. Thanks to all who attended and participated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brook Trout Event 

This year was our 11th annual brook trout event and we decided to host it at the 

Assiginack Arena instead of the Hutton garage off of Bidwell. Although we have had 

wonderful experiences at the Hutton homestead every year, it was a nice change of 

pace to host this indoors due to the weather conditions. We were hit with a snow 

storm that cancelled the buses and school groups. Lucky for us, Manitowaning is an 

amazing community and with a last-minute desperate plea for volunteers, the public 

flooded in to help with putting the 10,000 eggs in the compartments of the Scotty 

boxes.  

After the boxes were filled, we took the eggs down to Norton’s Creek and secured 

them in the cold water, giving them an ideal environment to develop, hatch and thrive.  

We are very appreciative of the community support and would like to send a big thank 

you to Leslie and Delmer Fields for overseeing supplies and arranging for the use of 

the arena. A big thanks to the Assiginack Township for donating the use of the arena 

and to all volunteers that showed up to help - you made this day possible! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invasive Species Centre 

We’d like to extend our appreciation to the Invasive Species Centre in Sault Ste. 

Marie for supplying us with ample invasive species awareness information for our 

events and educational sessions. Since OFAH had their invasive species liaison 

program cut, we have not been able to receive invasive species information from 

them to hand out. The centre has been more than happy to supply us with important 

current information & brochures, as well as other take-aways that are nice to hand 

out at events. Without their help we would be lacking these much needed items. 

 

 



The Windsor Family Chooses Manitoulin Streams as their 

Christmas Donation Recipient  

Every year the Windsor’s and their Gore Bay family gathers with loved ones at 

Christmas and join forces to donate to a chosen recipient each year. This season, 

Manitoulin Streams was chosen to receive their gathered funds. A cheque for 

$350.00 was presented to us just before Christmas.  Thank you to Sandy and Elsie 

McDougall, Wendell & Julia Sheppard, Jay and Joanne Simpson, John and Jill 

Windsor, Christine Sheppard, Devin Tonelli, Amanda Sheppard, David Windsor and 

Rachel Auckland for your generous donation! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Current Public School Successfully Hatches 8,000 Brook Trout in 

their Micro Hatchery 

The brook trout eggs that were received at Little Current P.S. finally started 

hatching. This is an exciting time for the students as they have watched the 

development of these brook trout eggs under a microscope which provided lots of 

educational learning opportunities and peaked their curiosity!  These alevins were 

stocked into Sheguiandah Creek in Sheguiandah First Nation, where some of the 

students in this grade 4 class reside. 

Thank you to everyone that helped make this a successful learning tool for the 

students at Little Current P.S. and to those community members that joined us at 

the creek to release the fish. Thank you and Miigwech! 

 

John & Jill Windsor 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th Annual Jacket & Jeans Event 

It’s time to get your bidding on! Jacket & Jeans is back in full swing again this year. 

Tickets are on sale but won’t last long. Last year we sold out over a month before 

the event. This year, table centrepieces will be bird feeders or bee houses prepared 

by Manitoulin Secondary School. Tickets are $75.00 each and you can request tables 

of 8-10 people. Charitable receipts are available. Prizes lined up for this event are 

amazing! Don’t miss out! 

 

 

 

 



Hats, hats, hats!! 

We have new hats available for purchase! Choose from a few different colours and 

support stream restoration. Hats are $20.00 and you can order yours by contacting 

our office at 705-859-1653 or visit us at local events throughout the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection on Status of Work Completed Since Inception 

As we continue to move forward with our work, from time to time in our 

presentations we reflect on work “to date”. Many may be surprised to know that the 

following is what Manitoulin Streams has completed since 2003. 

•  12,060 linear meters of streams rehabilitated (12+kms) 

•  Repaired 124,821m² of aquatic in-stream habitat (30 acres) 

•  Enhanced 359,807m² of riparian habitat (88 acres) 

•  Planted 54,539 trees 

•  Installed 5,982 meters of livestock restricting fencing (5+kms) 

•  Installed 8 nose pumps so livestock drink water away from the streams   

•  Established 11 watering ramps to limit livestock access to the streams 

•  70,000 brook trout eggs stocked 

• 5.1 million dollars raised for stream restoration since 2003 

• In 2019, MS employed 2 full time positions, 1 NOHFC Intern, 1 Climate Change 

Liaison, 1 Community Resource Stewardship Liaison, 1 person on contract.  



Bob Izumi Came to Manitoulin! 

Manitoulin Streams was honoured to be affiliated with Bob Izumi’s visit to Manitoulin 

Island for some fun filled ice fishing and an amazing dinner hosted by Wiikwemkoong 

Tourism at Rainbow Ridge Golf Course. An amazing fish and steak dinner were 

enjoyed and an entertaining talk was giving by Bob Izumi. A great weekend and an 

honour for Manitoulin Streams to be included. A big thanks to Luke and the gang 

from Wiky Tourism, to Neil Debassige wearing two hats being a Manitoulin Streams 

Director and owner of Fuel the Fire TV, and to all that were affiliated with making 

this event happen. Miigwech! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Seija accepting an autographed 

hat from Bob Izumi. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manitoulin Ice Showdown 2020 

What a spectacular weekend as Wiky Tourism hosted its Manitoulin Ice Showdown 

2020 Ice Fishing Derby. There were about 730 ticket holders for this derby and it 

extended over 3 fishing locations. Manitoulin Streams’ Sue Meert attended the 

derby and even though she didn’t catch a fish, it was great to be part of this event. 

Bob Izumi was part of the Derby and a new prize was listed “Beat Bob’s Fish” which 

was around 7 pounds. The challenge was on and many were able to beat this weigh in, 

resulting in fabulous prizes.Thanks to Luke and the crew at Wiikwemkoong Tourism 

for bringing this amazing event to the island, and to Bob Izumi and Neil Debassige 

from Fuel the Fire for assisting in hosting a very memorable weekend.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you to Manitoulin Timber Frames!  

 
We were ecstatic when George Kopylov from Manitoulin Timber Frames came into 

our office and mentioned that he would like to provide a yearly donation to 

Manitoulin Streams to support tree planting on Manitoulin Island.  This is a great 

example of social responsibility of a business and we are grateful for his support. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Special Thank you to our Funding Partners and Volunteers for 2019-2020 

A gentle reminder to let you know that if you want to support Manitoulin Streams’ 

efforts, we can offer charitable receipts for donations gifted to our organization. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Local landowners and donors  
Little Current Fish and Game Club 
Little Current Lions Club  
Gore Bay Fish and Game Club  
Sudbury Game & Fish Protective Assoc.  
Manitoulin Nature Club  
Manitoulin Phragmites Group 
OFAH Zone D  
United Walleye Club  
Little Current Lions Club 
Lake Manitou Area Association  
LaCloche Ecological Services – Bob 
Florean  
Manitoulin Transport  
Ferguson Aggregate & Construction – 
pillow basalt rock table 
M’Chigeeng First Nation – Lakeview 
School  
Wiikwemkoong First Nation  
Laurentian University  
College Boreal  
Kenjgewin Teg Educational Institute                                                   
Friends of Misery Bay Provincial Park  
Echo Foundation  
   
   

Takla Foundation  
World Trout-Patagonia 
Vale – trees   
OCCIAR – Mining Innovation, 
Rehabilitation and Applied Research 
Corporation (MIRARCO) 
TD Friends of the Environment 
Ramakko’s Source for Adventure 
MNRF – Canada Ontario Agreement 
Funds  
Ministry of Environment  
Summer Jobs Program  
Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Corp. 
Environment Canada 
Eco-Canada  
Recreational Fisheries Conservation 
Partnership Program 
Township of Tehkummah 
Township of NEMI 
Township of Assiginack 
Municipality of Gordon/Barrie Island 
Township of Billings 
Municipality of Central Manitoulin 

Manitoulin Streams Coordinators Seija Deschenes & Susanne Meert 

 

Manitoulin Streams 25 B Spragge St. Box 238 Manitowaning, ON P0P 1N0 

Ph: (705) 859-1653 Fax: (705) 859-3010 

Visit our Website: www.manitoulinstreams.com  

Email: streams@amtelecom.net  
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