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In 2007, Manitoulin Streams 
(M.S.), an environmental 
nonprofit community 
group invited the O.F.A.H. 
Community Conservation 
Field Biologist to cohost a 
workshop in Tehkummah, 
with funding from the Ontario 
Trillium Foundation. That 
initial collaboration led to 
a working relationship that 
is a great example of what 
conservationists can do when 
they combine forces. 

M.S. has a mission to restore 184 streams on Manitoulin Island 
and rehabilitate their once thriving fisheries. It is estimated that 
many of the major streams have lost as much as 70 percent of 
their productivity over the last 100 years due to the impacts of 
land use.

Through the O.F.A.H., Bill Strain, President of the Little Current 
Fish & Game Club, an O.F.A.H. member club, became involved 
with M.S., and now sits on the Board of Directors. The Little 
Current Fish and Game Club is also doing rehabilitation work 
on Bass Lake Creek in Sheguiandah. 

Impressed by the O.F.A.H.’s strong provincial profile and the 
value of its comprehensive outdoors insurance coverage, M.S., 
has joined the Federation as a member club. 

Manitoulin Streams Coordinator Seija Deschenes is enthusiastic 
about the work her organization is doing to rehabilitate its 
fisheries, and is quick to acknowledge O.F.A.H. efforts. “Many 
O.F.A.H. members are involved in projects to improve the 
Manitoulin and Lake Huron salmon and trout fisheries,” says 
Seija, “Every effort supports fish production in our Manitoulin 
Island streams.” 

Recently, decreased overall water levels in Lake Manitou and 
the Manitou River have reduced available fish habitat and 
potential for reproduction. 

One restoration site involves improving the channel edges; 
narrowing and deepening the channel; creating pools; 
improving available river bottom substrate; and increasing 
riparian vegetation and canopy. These efforts will reduce the 
effects of low water levels and improve fish habitat. 

M.S. is also working on the land, with cooperative landowners 
and agricultural producers to undertake projects that benefit 
the landowner and the aquatic ecosystem. So far, over 5 
kilometers of stream have been rehabilitated, protected by 
new fencing and riparian vegetated zones.

There are many other Manitoulin Streams rehabilitation projects 
currently underway and more in the planning stages. Volunteers 
are always welcome and can contact M.S. Coordinator Seija 
Deschene at streams@amtelecom.net or (705) 859-1653 for 
more information. 

For complete details about the Manitoulin Steams project, visit 
www.manitoulinstreams.com.

Manitoulin Streams rescuing one fishery at a time 

Above: Creating deep pools 
for cold water fish is a major 
undertaking with a limestone 
bottom. Left: M.N.R. Minister 
Donna Cansfield toured several 
M.S. projects this summer. 

Volunteers at work on Norton’s Creek site, summer 2008.


