News Release 2008

The word is finally getting out about the positive efforts that Manitoulin Streams, a not-for-profit organization that conducts stream rehabilitation, is achieving within our community to improve, protect and restore our islands most precious resources, our streams!

Manitoulin Streams has had a very eventful year in 2007 starting with the hiring of Project Coordinator Seija Deschenes. They were able to accomplish stream rehabilitation work on 5 major in-stream projects. Additional rehabilitative work was completed on other sites in partnership with 2 Ontario Stewardship Ranger groups which included fencing to restrict cattle access from water courses, transplanting of trees and shrubs in riparian areas, assisting landowners with beaver management issues and bank stabilization. Manitoulin Streams created 3,371m2 of fish habitat with 91 in-stream structures (vortex weirs, spawning gravel, lunkers, sweepers, islands, root wads, random boulders, wing deflectors etc.) placed on the river bed to coincide with the 10,884 m2 restored shoreline fish habitat.  A total of 3,275 trees were planted, 2 new nosepumps were installed, a total of 1,163m of fencing was installed to restrict cattle from entering into the Manitou River, and 17.2 ha of land was protected along the Manitou River by adopting Best Management Practices (BMP). 
In addition to the stream rehabilitation work completed, an Island Wide Class Environmental Assessment for MNR Resource Stewardship and Facility Development Projects/ Environment Canada Environmental Assessment Process was conducted and is in its final approval stages by the MNR to allow Manitoulin Streams to expand their mandate beyond the Manitou River and Blue Jay Creek and provide assistance to other landowners that want to improve, protect and enhance the water quality and fishery in their areas.  
In order to help educate our youth and the general public, as well as promote community involvement, Manitoulin Streams provided tours and presentations to local school and interest groups to increase the educational awareness about maintaining healthy ecosystems.  They held their first Land to Water Workshop in partnership with the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) to promote Best Management Practices and presented at the A.D. Latornell Conservation Symposium as a community based grass roots success story highlighting the progressive stream rehabilitation work conducted on Manitoulin Island. It has been viewed by many as a blue print of success for other communities to follow.
Manitoulin Streams has achieved leaps and bounds during the past 6 years restoring high priority sites along Blue Jay Creek and the Manitou River.  In 2007, the not-for-profit organization was fortunate to receive commitments of up to $671K to go toward stream rehabilitation [FedNor ($196K for 3 years) to support the Project Coordinators position, Canada-Ontario Agreement (COA) ($375K over 3 years), Community Fisheries and Wildlife Involvement Program (CFWIP) ($20K), EcoAction ($35K), Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) ($34K), donations from local businesses: Providence Bay Charter and Resorts and The Dunes B & B ($10K), and ($1.2K) from non-government funds]. They also received approximately $63,284 of in-kind support from landowners, volunteers, government organizations, and partner groups. These funds and in-kind support have been instrumental to the success of this rehabilitative program and Manitoulin Streams wishes to thank everyone for their contributions!
2008 Projects!

Upon seeking funds to support the 2008 stream rehabilitative projects, the organization was contacted by Manitoulin Transport and notified that they would like to invest $5000/year for the next 5 years into this initiative. “Manitoulin Streams is extremely grateful and would like to thank Manitoulin Transport for their continued support toward improving the overall ecosystem health of our streams,” says Project Coordinator Seija Deschenes. “It’s an environmental investment put back into our community that future generations will benefit from.”  In 2006, Manitoulin Transport was the first locally owned company that provided a $7,500 contribution toward this initiative.
With 2007 behind them, Manitoulin Streams, is gearing up for their summer projects in 2008.  They already have 5 new landowners partnering with Manitoulin Streams to conduct rehabilitation work on their properties and 3 new site designs that are currently being drafted by Great Lakes Environmental Services. They have proposed to complete two sites on the Manitou River, 1 site on Blue Jay Creek, the final rehabilitative stages of Bass Creek and a new initiative working with landowners on Norton’s Creek to improve the historically known brook trout creek.  
Manitou River

Manitoulin Streams believes that it is very important to continue to rehabilitate the headwaters of the Manitou River (M70) by providing efficient fish habitat and structure to increase salmonids productivity.  Climate change has caused decreases in the water levels in Lake Manitou and the River which has reduced the available fish habitat and potential for salmonid reproduction.  By improving the channel edges, channel centre, reducing the width/depth ratio by narrowing and deepening the channel, creating pools, improving substrate, and riparian vegetation/canopy in this area it will reduce the effects of low water levels on these important salmonid populations.  They are also going to rehabilitate a corner bank (M28) that is eroding and causing sedimentation to occur covering important fish spawning habitat.  
Blue Jay Creek 

Site B52 is located at the top end of the Blue Jay Creek just below a main cold water spring. This cold water spring supplies the majority of water for Blue Jay Creek from under ground seepage.  A dam was created further south from the cold water spring in the early 1900s to create a holding pond for cattle watering.  The cattle destroyed the riparian area by foraging and tramping on native vegetation.  Cattle are currently no longer grazed in the adjacent fields. The creation of this dam has caused a disruption in the migration of salmonids species and has caused increased water temperatures.  The area affected totals 100 meters in length on both sides and is lacking riparian vegetation and canopy.  There is a need to complete restoration efforts for this site because of its close proximity to these important cold water springs.  With this major source of cold water and improved fish habitat features, it has a high potential to increase productivity of brook trout and other salmonids populations in the area.  
Bass Creek
The Little Current Fish and Game Club has partnered with Manitoulin Streams to accomplish a common goal of completing the final rehabilitation stages on the upper portion of Bass Creek. Spawning beds were enhanced through the strategic placement of suitable sized (10 – 30 cm) rock from 1997 till 1999 in the lower reaches to accommodate the rehabilitation of a local walleye population. A fish ladder was installed in 2006-2007 to allow for migration of salmonids to more suitable spawning locations in the upper reaches of the creek.  A viewing platform was installed for public use in the fall of 2007 and plans are in place to install educational signage to explain and create awareness about biological processes and rehabilitative efforts.  One of the final phases of improving fish habitat features will begin in 2008.  Rehabilitation work will benefit the productivity of rainbow trout, various salmon species and walleye which return to Bass Creek each year to spawn.  This “high public visibility” project is located next to a highly used public park area.  This project will demonstrate the valued benefits of this community stewardship initiative to the public and local landowners.  

A detailed survey, engineering and hydrologic design was carried out in 2007 by Great Lakes Environmental Services Ltd. for the Manitoulin Streams.  The undertaking will involve creating spawning pools, installing sweepers, lunkers, and boulders, spawning gravel, rip rap at edges of the existing weir to protect both sides and establishing native vegetation on the shoreline to stabilize the banks.  

Norton’s Creek

Norton’s Creek has historically been a cold water Brook Trout creek however; it has been degraded by cattle utilizing the creek for watering purposes during the summer months thereby destroying the shoreline banks, riparian vegetation, extensively disrupting the streams hydrological function and increasing the nutrient load. It also has a lot of beavers utilizing the creek who build numerous dams which restrict fish migration.  The lower portion of the creek requires improved fish habitat features (spawning gravel).  In 2007, College Boreal received CFWIP funds to conduct stream surveys on behalf of “Manitoulin Streams”.  Work was conducted in October/07 by 3rd year Fish & Wildlife program students on Norton’s Creek and it involved documentation of the sites (surveying and photos), invertebrate and fish sampling, channel morphology and habitat characterization, and chemical water analyses.  All data collected is being put into a College GIS database and final maps will be produced in early 2008.  The students found 2 brook trout in the lower reaches of the creek (1) 10 inch and (1) 12 inch. Rehabilitation work will benefit the productivity of native brook trout in Norton’s Creek and may increase the available spawning habitat for wild Lake Nipigon strain brook trout that have been stocked by the MNR into Lake Manitou as part of an effort to restore a naturally reproducing population of this species in this lake.  It is their intent to improve bank stability by installing fencing that will inhibit cattle access to the river, thus preventing further deterioration of the bank and sedimentation of downstream critical spawning areas and fish habitat.  Re-vegetation of the riparian area will be carried out in disrupted areas along the creek using native species such as eastern white cedar, speckled alder, and heart leaved willow and native grass seed.  Work will be completed by the landowner(s) along with the assistance of our partner volunteer groups, (Lake Manitou Area Association, Manitoulin Nature Club and Ontario Stewardship Rangers).  Stream bank restoration will involve installing geotextile, stabilizing banks with boulders, creating pool and riffle areas, placement of spawning gravel, creating fish habitat feature such as fascines, placing woody material along the shoreline for cover, seeding Right-of-Way grass mixture and planting native riparian vegetation to shade the creek so it will cool and reduce overall water temperatures.  This will improve both the fishery and the wildlife in the area.
On top of all of this positive forward movement, Manitoulin Streams is happy to announce that they have become an incorporated entity. They are very appreciative of their partnership with LAMBAC and the financial management support that they have given them from the beginning of their stream rehabilitation crusade!  They would like to thank them for their investment into their organization as it has provided them with the stepping stones to get where they are today!
How to get involved!

Manitoulin Streams is always looking for volunteers and partner groups to help with fencing, tree planting, improving in-stream habitat and bank stabilization. 
Those interested in learning more about this progressive land/water stewardship project and getting involved are encouraged to visit our website at www.manitoulinstreams.com. Seija can be contacted at the Manitoulin Streams office in the Assiginack Municipal Office:

25B Spragge St. Box 238, 
Manitowaning, ON P0P 1N0 
Ph: (705)-859-1653 or by email:

streams@amtelecom.net
