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Whatõs inside 

¶ Lakeview Schoolõs MõChigeeng Creek Rest oration  

¶ Providence Bay Dredging  

¶ MõChigeeng Fall Harvest  

¶ OFAH Zone D Meeting  

¶ AGM 

¶ Deer Save Prepares for Harsh Weather  

¶ Invertebrate Sampling 

¶ Nature Clubõs Blastomycosis Info Session 

Manitoulin Streams Improvement Association is a grass roots, registered Canadian charitable 

organization that is focused on large scale, community-based efforts to rehabilitate aquatic 

ecosystems on Manitoulin Island, in central Ontario. We bring the entire community together to 

do this via joint, private and public driven initiatives. Our efforts rehabilitate and enhance water 

quality and the fisheries resource on Manitoulin Island and Lake Huron which is fed by the 

streams. 

 

 

¶ Upcoming ð Eyed Egg Brook Trout Event  

¶ Little Current P.S. Kagawong Tours 

¶ Electrofishing with College Boreal  

¶ Fish Hatchery Tour with  OFAH 

¶ Grimesthorpe Creek S17,18,19  

¶ Manitou M17.3   

¶ Shrigley Creek  

 

 

 

 

 

 



MõChigeeng Creek Restoration with Lakeview 

This year  Lakeview School went back to a regular school year calendar and 

therefore stream restoration in MõChigeeng Creek took place at the beginning of 

September. The Stewardship Ranger program was cancelled this year so we didnõt 

have the numbers we needed to com plete as much work as previous years. The 

students conducted a stream clean up, planted 60 trees and shrubs and worked on 

building another wing constr ictor to speed up flo ws to sour sediment off o f 

spawning habitat.  Their  teacher had each student email our organization to say 

what they liked best about the day, and many positive comments were receive d.  

Many thanks to the kids  and Connie for a job well done!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good humor was in full capacity, as 

a student passed along a message 

to a friend at the bottom of the 

line for handing off rocks.  



 

 

 

 

 

Providence Bay Dredging  

This year we opened up the mouth of the Mindemoya River in Providence Bay  two 

times . Due to high winds , this dynamic beach is always shifting . Many salmon were 

seen coming into the river and we expect that there was  a successful spawning run 

this year. We would like to thank all local residents for keeping us informed when 

the mouth starts showing signs of closing  and Central Manitoulin for providing the 

backhoe and Jon Graham to help operating the machinery ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MõChigeeng Fall Harvest 

We are extremely  happy to see this very important First Nations event continu e, as 

discussions last year were unsure if it would. A huge number of local and off island  

guests visited this spectacular event. Our table was visited by hundreds of kids and 

we were able to educate everyone on our local restoration program and invasive 

species. It shows a bright future when a child is willing to spend their only $5.00 on 

a tree to pl ant. Chi Miigwech to all that made this day possible and to the amazing 

visitors that came to see us!  

Tree planting 
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OFAH Zone D Meeting on Manitoulin Island  

Manitoulin Streams was pleased to host the OFAH Zone D meeting on the I sland 

this year. About 35 people were present and all were happy to get an update on 

local initiatives . The lad ies at the Little Current United C hurch put on a great 

lunch, and Seija ga ve an impressive update on all work completed to date.  



These meetings serve as valuable information for hunting, fishing and environmental 

issues surrounding wildlife and water. We highly recommend attend ing these 

meetings if possible . The next meeting wil l be in 2020. We thank OFAH for their 

continued support and all those that attended.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Manitoulin Streams AGM  

The Manitoulin Streams AGM was held on October 7, 2019. The location was the 

Little Current Legion and we had 2 guest  speakers.  The current Board of Director õs 

positions remain ed the same. The main guest speaker was Cassie Weston from 

Georgian Bay Forever who spoke about Micro -Fibr es in the Great Lakes Basin. Judith 

Jones updated on the phra gmites battle on Manitoulin  and Seija Deschenes gave an 

overview on the 2019 activities from the Streams team.  

We thank all those that attended and our guest speakers that are key in delivering 

new topics of interest to locals.  For more information on micro plastics  and fibres , 

check out Georgian Bay Forever at https://georgianbayforever.org/microplastics -

impacts/  

 

 

 

 

 

     Cassie Weston 

presenting micro-

fibers 

Seija giving her 

presentation 

https://georgianbayforever.org/microplastics-impacts/
https://georgianbayforever.org/microplastics-impacts/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Manitoulin Deer Save Prepares for Harsh Winter  

Last year, and 5 years before that , were the only times in many years that the Deer 

Save emergency protocol had to be  initiated. This year, we are told that we are in 

for a harsher winter th an the last. This means that the loss of deer could be 

substantial. Last winter , many yearlings  died from a lack of food source s and 

increased snow depths. It is suspected that many does did not give  birth this spring . 

This happens when harsh conditions and malnutrition presents itself . The does will 

often reabsorb their unborn.  Although the herd suf fered a loss, the Deer Save 

program was able to conduct over $6 ,000 worth of bulldozing and other deer save 

efforts .  Preparation is already underway this year lining up volunteers to break 

trails a nd cut down cedar browse. Donations are being sought to put towards 

bulldozing and other travel costs for volunteers , and landowners are being asked to 

give permission to access their property for emergency efforts. Want to donate 

time, access t o land and/ or fun ds, contact Sue Meert at 705 -859 -1653. Together 

we can make a difference!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LMAA donated 

$3,000 to 

Manitoulin Streams                 

Country 103 

Great Lakes Country 

donated $6,280 

from Cruise for a 

Cause to Manitoulin 

Streams 

https://www.manitoulin.ca/wp-content/uploads/Deer-on-road-em.jpg


Eyed Egg Brook Trout Event  

Well folks, here we are now planning the 11th  Annual Brook Trout Event. Nortonõs 

Creek has, for a long time now , been generating new brook trout from our event held 

every December. All members  are welcome to participate in placing the eyed eggs 

into  the individual Scotty Box compartments ; enjoy a free lunch and help with  placing 

the Scotty Boxes  into  the creek. We appreciate all of the volunteers that come to 

assist.   Further details and dates will be posted once we find out when the eyed eggs 

can be delivered.  See you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

Invertebrate Assessments with Laurentian  

Chantal and her crew were able to come conduct some before and after invertebrate 

assessments at some of our stream locations. Sites along Mindemoya River, Clover 

Valley Rd Creek, and New England Rd Creek were all  assessed. Thankfully the 

weather turned in our favour and we m anaged to accomplish everything in 1 day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The girls have a lot of 

work to do for in-stream 

assessments. High water 

levels and cold weather 

make it challenging. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little Current Public-School tours Kag awong 

The Grade 8õs from Little Current Public School had a blast on this lovely fall day 

touring Kagawong. Many salmon were still heading upstream to spawn and a variety 

of invertebrates were found along the way.  Thei r teacher  thought ahead to seek out 

info on our website and form a questionnaire  for the kids to answer along the way. 

Many of the kids were very inquisitive about the restoration work that has taken 

place along the Kagawong River which spurred lengthy discussions about the spawning 

salmon, life cycles and the engineering behind creating a better natural habitat. If 

this group has anything to do with the future care of aquatic habitat on the island, 

we will be in good hands. A special thank you to Liam Campbell for tagging along, even 

though on a small break from school . Liam ensured to educate the kids on wild parsnip 

and other dangerous plants near our watersh eds. And of course, a Kagawong trip 

would not be complete without a visit to the Chocolate Factory!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sue Meert taking PH 

levels, temperature and 

other information while 

learning the equipment. 

A lot of preparation goes 

into leaving one site to go 

to another. All equipment 

must be cleaned off and 

sterilized as not to 

transfer any possible 

invasive species. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature Club holds Info Session on Blastomycosis 

Manitoulin Streams attended  an info night held by the Manitoulin Nature Club to 

inform the community about blastomycosis. This has been a serious concern in some 

parts of the I sland, and our office is happy to stay informed of the causes and 

effects of this  fungal infection. Because we work closely with the outdoors, it is 

important to keep abreast of information that could affect  our staff and 

volunteers. For more information on this topic, please refer to:   

https://www.canada.ca/en/public -health/services/diseases/blastomycosis.html  

 

 

 

Stone fly 

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/blastomycosis.html


Electrofishing with College Boreal  

Thank you to Andre  and his students from College Boreal  again this year for 

attending our sites in need of assessment. These assessments are an important part 

of the before and after restoration of projects. Itõs always a pleasure to work with 

these eager students now in their 3 rd  year of studies working towar ds getting their 

electr o-fishing certification.  Rainbow trout and brook trout were exciting to catch.  

Our crew worked with the group most of the week but a winter storm cut the work 

session a day short and the crew needed to be transported safely back to  Sudbury. 

Thank you to our Maddie Lovelace for offering to drive part of the crew to and from 

the city, and driving the kids around through out  the week!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Credit MacKenna Harrison  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Credit Olivia Baudet  

 

 

Maddie Wagar getting 

a fin clip from a brook 

trout for genetic 

testing for the MNRF. 



Fish Hatchery Tour and Presentation  

The last week of October, we were thrilled to join in on the Blue Jay Creek Hatchery 

tour presented  to  all fish hatchery organizations and enthusiasts . This day was 

funded by OFAH and Matt Demille was present for the tour a t the hatchery  and the 

ponds in Sandfield. Matt also gave a presentation updat ing attendees on  new 

information pertaining to hatcheries  at the Seniors  Hall in Sheguiandah, with a 

luncheon provided by OFAH. Sue Meert of Manitoulin Streams did a presentation o n 

our youth educational sessions  that take place at Bass Lake Creek with the Little 

Current Fish and Game Club . We thank Matt  Demille of OFAH and Bill Strain of the 

Little Current Fish an d Game Club for including us on this amazing outreach session . 

We also appreciate the hats given to our Streams Team for the OFAH Community 

Hatchery program!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grimesth orpe Creek Sites S17, 18,19 

This year we continued work along the Grimesth orpe Creek working with the 

landowner to restrict livestock access along this important brook trout creek and 

Hatchery owners tour the Blue Jay Creek Fish Culture Station.  



restore the ero ded banks, enhance the stream habitat  and riparian habitat.  Here 

are some of the before and after pictur es. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


