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     Coming Events and Training Opportunities 

· Manitoulin Community Food Network (MCFN) meeting:  The MCFN general council holds monthly meetings, covering a host of topics, ongoing projects, sub-committee reports and more. They welcome new members. The August MCFN meeting will be at 1:30 PM, at the farm of Max and Johanna Burt, on Thursday, August 23rd.  For confirmation of meeting date and location, further information and agenda items, please contact Kevin Droski at eastbluff@xplornet.com 
· EFP project reminder: We will soon be entering the final year of the environmental education and cost share programs of the current Agricultural Policy Framework (the agreements with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada expire early in 2008).  If producers think they may wish to take advantage of these programs, they need to do some planning right away.  If they have not participated in a Third Edition Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) workshop, it's time to get signed up.  The EFP action plan needs to be peer reviewed and deemed appropriate before the producer is eligible to participate in the environmental cost share programs.  For beneficial management practices projects which may have already received approval to proceed, it is important that the work be completed by the producer in compliance with the deadline dates identified in the letter they received from the OSCIA Guelph office.  For those wanting to submit a Project Proposal Application, contact the Manitoulin Program Representative, Mary Scott, at 377-4928 and get it done soon so the funds can be allocated and you can confidently proceed with the project. 

· NM Courses: The following Nutrient Management courses have been booked for the September to December period: Manitoulin – West Sudbury: Regulations and Protocols – October 10th and 11th, Massey; How to Prepare a Nutrient Management Strategy/Plan using NMAN – November 30th (5 to 10 p.m.) and December 1st (9 a.m. – 1 p.m.), Little Current Algoma: Fundamentals of Nutrient Management – November 14th and 15th, Desbarats; Regulations and Protocols – December 12th and 13th, Desbarats. Check the OMAFRA web site http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/nm/cert/training.htm for NM course details. 

· Providence Bay Fair: August 17-19.  Live entertainment, heavy and light horse pull, moto-cross races, children’s show, small animals, cattle and horse show.  Contact: 705-377-5254 or 705-377-5904. 
· Massey Fair: August 24-26. Cattle, small livestock, poultry, horse shows, bingo, entertainment, parade, home craft exhibits, moto-cross, horse pull, Western and English games, midway. Contact: 705-865-2070. 

· August 6 – 8, 2007 – 2007 International Farm Succession Conference, Ottawa, Ontario.  Visit www.farmcentre.com if you want to learn more. 
· August 15-16, 2007 – Biofibres International Symposium, Holiday Inn Kingston Waterfront. The 2007 Biofibres International Symposium is hosted by ELORIN [Eastern Lake Ontario Regional Innovation Network] in partnership with Natural Capital Resources Inc., the Ontario Hemp Alliance, and Stonehedge BioResources Ltd.  Details and registration information on-line at http://www.elorin.ca/site/index.php?method=public.eventDetail&event_id=47 
· August 28, 2007 – Farm$mart Farming Systems Expo – Farm and Ag Industry Day, Elora Research Station, University of Guelph.  Wednesday is 4H and Rural Youth Day.  For details call 1-877-424-1300 or visit http://www.uoguelph.ca/farmsmart/ 
OMAFRA Information, Programs and Resources

· New & revised publications – Available through NORO at 1-800-461-6132 
a) Publications: 

 Field Crop Protection Guide, 2007-2008, Publication 812; the cost is $15. 

            2007 SUPPLEMENT Growing Greenhouse Vegetables, Publication 371S

 Drainage Guide for Ontario, Publication 29; the cost for this revised 2007 full-colour edition is  $20.00

b) Factsheets:

c) E-Newsletters: 
-Horse News and Views is prepared by Dr. Bob Wright, Animal Health and Welfare, OMAFRA, in cooperation with the staff and researchers of the University of Guelph. Horse News and Views is now available on our web site at: http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/livestock/horses/news.html.  It highlights research topics, extension resources, reminders of common poisonings, disease or production concerns and coming events. Each month, we include an information sheet with the column. Topics this month include Bracken-Fern Poisoning in Horses. 
- Ceptor Animal Health News is produced by the Animal Health and Welfare Group, Livestock Technology Branch, OMAFRA. For previous issues of Ceptor, refer to the website at www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/livestock/ceptor/news.html
-Crop Talk discusses field crop (corn, soybean, cereals, forages, edible beans, canola, etc) production issues in Ontario. It is prepared by the OMAFRA Field Crop Specialists. Crop Talk is published 5 times per year (January, March, June, September, November), and is distributed to members of the Ontario Soil & Crop Improvement Association. Crop talk is available at http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/field/news/news_croptalk.html 
- For a complete listing of OMAFRA newsletters, browse to: http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/newsletters.html Categories include crops, livestock*, agricultural business. 

* Please note the July issue of Virtual Beef includes an article on the frost free nose pump installed on a farm on Manitoulin. 

Other Information and/or Articles of Interest

· Manage Bales in Fields to Reduce Crop Damage: Hay is an expensive commodity to produce and in some years, (likely in 2007) can be in short supply. Here are some tips to reduce damage by leaving bales out in late summer and early fall! If you are planning a second cut, delaying removal of these bales can be harmful to the stand. Plants underneath bales are often killed if covered for longer than a week or two. Weeds can flourish in these spots. Most of the damage to the hay stand, however, comes from wheel traffic on the regrowth. Studies have shown that especially when fields are dry, plants driven on before regrowth occurs can affect yield up to 7% at next cutting! Compaction also occurs if fields are wet. Studies suggest that following the same trail when removing bales/stacks from fields can reduce losses from wheel tracks by reducing the total area damaged. 
· Pricing Standing Hay: By Joel Bagg, Forage Specialist, OMAFRA, Lindsay. What is standing hay worth and what is a fair price? The price of standing hay is what the market determines it is, not necessarily what we think it should be. From the seller’s point of view, the price should cover the cost of production and provide a profit. However, there are limits to what buyers can and will pay that are related to the price of livestock, as well as the availability and price of other forages. There is a tremendous range in standing hay prices. In recent years, we have seen prices from zero to over 3¢/lb of dry hay produced. The cost of production for a hay crop is typically at least 2¢/lb. However, the market does not always recover this. Some years, standing hay might trade from 1.5 to 2¢/lb for first-cut.  Hay prices are often extremely volatile until after 1st cut, when there is a better idea of what the hay supply will be for the year. Similar to 2006 when there was a good hay crop; supply can exceed demand, reducing the price paid for second- and third-cuts. Supply & Demand!  When hay supplies are low during dry years or following winterkill, standing hay will be in demand and worth more. Poor pasture years, when hay is fed during the “summer slump”, also results in greater demand. The amount of spring inventory “carryover” from one year to the next can have a big impact. Lots of hay has been advertised for sale. There appears to be the potential for adequate hay in most parts of the province. For a complete listing of   forage and pasture factsheets, including the entire article, browse to http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/field/forages.html 
· Market Access Program Update: The Market Access Program providing funding of $3 per head upon age verification has now been extended to producers with Dairy bull calves.  For more information in northern Ontario, please contact Deb Garner at 705-563-2761, the MAP coordinator. 
· MCGUINTY GOVERNMENT INVESTS IN RENEWABLE ENERGY New Program Turns Greenhouse Gases From Farms Into Clean Energy.  STIRLING - The McGuinty government is launching a new program that will help farmers and rural businesses develop and build systems that turn farm waste into clean energy. "Developing renewable energy resources in the Agri-food and rural sectors is an important part of the government's climate change initiative," said Leona Dombrowsky, Minister of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. "It is also an opportunity to support rural economic development and partnerships." The $9 million Ontario Biogas Systems Financial Assistance Program, launched today by the McGuinty government, will help farmers and rural businesses carry out feasibility studies for the installation of biogas systems as well as cover a proportion of construction and implementation costs. Applicants can receive up to $400,000 in funding. The province is also streamlining the process that farmers follow to build bio-digesters and is providing clear standards and guidance on designing and operating these facilities. "This is good news for the environment, for farmers, and for all Ontarians," said Laurel Broten, Minister of the Environment. "Biodigesters encourage renewable energy production and reduce greenhouse gases that cause climate change." Biogas systems are fuelled by renewable materials like manure, crops and crop residues and food processing by-products. They can produce electricity and heat or replace conventional fuels like natural gas. Agricultural and food producers can use the electricity produced from their biogas system to meet their operation's energy demands. In addition, they can sell excess electricity to the electrical grid.  A biogas system that uses manure from 250 cows could result in 400 fewer tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions and 550 additional megawatt-hours of power production every year. "Operations like ours generate enough material to run a biogas system," says Mark Donnan, owner of Donnandale Farms, who hosted today's announcement. "These systems benefit not only farmers, through added revenue and cost savings, but the public as well through reductions in greenhouse gases and odours. This is a technology that will help build a greener Ontario."  Today's announcement is just one more example of how, working together, Ontarians have achieved results in rural Ontario. Other examples include: Investing $32 million in the construction of new ethanol plants, which will provide jobs, economic opportunities, and new markets for farmers and cleaner air for all Ontarians; Launching Ontario's ethanol-in-gasoline regulation, which calls for an annual average of 5 per cent ethanol in gasoline beginning in 2007 and will reduce annual greenhouse gas emissions by about 800,000 tonnes; Recognizing innovation in the province's agriculture sector by creating the five-year, $2.5-million Premier's Awards for Agri-Food Innovation Excellence; Providing $12.5 million towards research projects that support the mission of the Vineland Research and Innovations Centre Incorporated;  and providing $6 million to the Ontario BioAuto Council, a multi-industry initiative to position the province as a global leader in manufacturing auto parts and other materials from agricultural and forestry feedstocks. All Ontarians have a role to play in making our province greener. The government has already taken action by making $220 million in loans and grants available to help municipalities reduce greenhouse gas emissions; setting ambitious but realistic targets to reduce greenhouse gases below 1990 levels and launching a $650-million fund that will help secure the next generation of high-paying jobs for Ontarians by developing new clean and green technologies. Contacts: Kelly Synnott, Minister's Office, 416-326-6439, Brent Ross, Communications Branch, 416-326-9342. 

